
 

 

Newsletter 
Learning for Life – Social Care 

Our new premises at Herbert Street 

 

We are proud to say  

“Herbert Street premises has opened its doors”  
 

A sneaky preview of Learning for Life, Social Care at Herbert Street, in the centre of Consett 

opened its doors on Monday 11th June 2018 for the first time to learners. It has been lovely 

to show visitors around during the renovation of the old school building.  

 

Health, Wellbeing and Sports news 

 
A huge congratulation goes to our athletes 

Rachel Honan, Vicky Penaluna and the 

athletes they teamed up with from 

Gateshead Special Olympics for the 

Boccia Tournament at Skelton on 

Saturday 2nd June. 

 

The coach Kathleen Iveson was delighted 

that athletes did so well showing great skill 

and determination.  

All competitors not only enjoyed the day 

but achieved amazing results!  

Rachel and Vicky will be attending the 

Stirling Games in Scotland on the  

9th–13th August.  

Good Luck to both of you ladies and  

also to the Gateshead Olympics team. 

 

Other news 
On May 17th our Learners had the 

opportunity to visit Nissan in Sunderland. 

There, we experienced a taster of 

Japanese culture, participated in activities, 

competitions and witnessed some rather 

magnificent robots It was an amazing day 

had by all! Thank you, all the lovely staff 

who welcomed us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 Learning for Life athletes also teamed  

up with Gateshead athletes on Saturday  

23rd June for the athletics at York.  

Craig Buchanan and Mathew Cooke 

achieved outstanding results! A huge well 

done for winning both of you. 

 

Thank you to Keith Hogan's team from the 

Special Olympics - coaches, volunteers 

from Gateshead and Learning for Life, and 

of course Marie and Danielle for all the 

work they do behind the scenes!  

Without you all these wonderful 

experiences would not be possible.  

It is such a pleasure to be part of the 

Special Olympics, we can’t thank the 

Gateshead Olympics team enough for the 

opportunity to participate. 

 

 

 

Goodbye and thank you to Louise Hobson 

who leaves us to pursue her dreams. 

Good luck and best wishes in your future 

endeavours Louise!  

Welcome to Pauline James who will take 

the tutors post in the next academic year. 

We have vacancies for Support Workers, 

Tutors and Learning Support Assistants.  

If interested, contact Marie Matthewson 

on 01207 508323 for further information. 

Can you or anyone you know spare an 

hour or two to help us fundraise for 

Learning for Life and Villa Real School?  

A bag pack has been arranged at 

Morrisons in Consett on Saturday 11th 

August and Saturday 15th September. 

Please contact us on 01207 508323 or 

email info@learninglife.org.uk if you can 

volunteer or need any more information.  

 

 

 

 

A Huge Thank You! 
 
A huge thank you to staff, directors, family 

and friends for their help, support and of 

course the fund raising/giving, towards our 

new social care provision at Herbert 

Street. Together we have achieved so 

much. Massive thanks go to Tom, Ronnie, 

Ashleigh and Philippa who have worked 

so hard during the renovation.  

 

They have amazed me with their energy, 

commitment and determination to ensure 

we were ready for tomorrow - the extra 

hours you have committed to is above  

and beyond any expectations, I really 

 can't thank you all enough! 

 

A huge thank you to Kathryn Athey from 

Durham County Council as without her 

help, support and guidance this wouldn't 

have been possible! Thank you, Kathryn. 

Lastly, thank you to the students and staff 

at New College Durham, Sage and the 

young people from the Princes Trust have 

been amazing for decorating the internal 

area (no easy job!) and the outside area 

too! This was completed on a voluntary 

basis which is fantastic and so very much 

appreciated. It's difficult to put into words 

how much we value the contribution you 

have all made to the charity but THANK 

YOU ALL SO VERY MUCH!  

We are all looking forward to exciting 

times ahead. Thank you again! 

Marie Matthewson (Principal) 
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Upcoming Events 
Stirling Olympics 

 (Stirling University, Scotland)  

Thursday 9th – 13th August  

Bag Packing Fundraising Event 

(Morrisons in Consett)  

Saturday 11th August TBC and  

Saturday 15th September 
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 Ellwood A 
The big news this term is that all our 

learners in Ellwood A have successfully 

passed their ASDAN qualification.  

Both Chloe and Reece received a 

Certificate in Personal Progress while 

Cameron achieved a Diploma in Personal 

Progress. Chloe and Reece’s favourite 

unit to study was New Creative Activities 

for which they had the opportunity to play 

different string instruments.  

 

The cello was the instrument of choice for 

both learners. Cameron’s favourite unit 

was the Mini Enterprise, he loved the 

social interaction of selling cupcakes to  

his peers. 

This term, the learners got their hands 

dirty (once spring finally arrived) creating 

their own garden with decorated pots. 

Everyone helped to paint and decorate the  

terracotta plant pots which we planted up 

with viola. The directors were given one 

each at the Prom as a thank you for all the 

voluntary work they have all done. A huge 

thank you to every one of them. 

 

Another highlight of our term has been 

having the lovely Yvonne visit for holistic 

therapy. All our learners have relaxed 

while having their feet massaged.  

Some have even enjoyed a foot spa. 

Anyway, now it’s the end of term we are all 

looking forward to our summer break.  

Louise Hobson (Tutor) 

 

 

Huge congratulations go to Michael and 

Scott who are now official volunteers at 

Gibside National Trust gardens. Both have 

impressed us with their excellent attitude 

to work, willingness to try new things and 

sheer determination to work hard.  

Their boss Debbie thinks they both have 

excellent gardening futures!  Many thanks 

go to Gibside for facilitating this excellent 

opportunity for our learners. 

 

As a class we have spent a lot of time at 

our allotment. All the learners have shown 

a great work ethic this year – the allotment 

looks great! Lewis has enjoyed a drama 

course at Villa Real School this year and 

shows a great aptitude for the theatre.  His 

role in our end of term play ‘Supermarket 

Steal’ is not to be missed!  

We welcomed two new learners this year 

– Scott and Michael. Both have made a 

great impression on all of us here in 

college and have embraced college life at 

full throttle! We have particularly enjoyed 

our dance sessions at Maiden castle this 

term and a special mention goes to Ryan 

Walker who has really blossomed in 

confidence this year – so much so that he 

has a solo in our end of term dance 

performance! I feel so proud of everything 

these lovely lads have achieved this year 

and want to say well done for coming so 

far. On a final note, a huge thank you goes 

to my fantastic team of LSAs – Amanda, 

Shauna and Greg.  We couldn’t do it all 

without you. A very happy summer holiday 

to everyone. 

Vicky Boddy (Tutor) 

 

 

Lisa Kelly has given craft courses for all 

our learners, giving up her own time and 

materials to assist with making items for 

our fairs. Thank you on behalf of all the 

classes, Lisa. Thanks also to Bridget 

Lowery for her voluntary work in the class. 

We have also been busy rehearsing a 

theatrical piece ‘Supermarket Steal’ with 

Megan, Christopher and Billy in character 

parts with their tutor in a dual role as a 

supermarket shelf-stacker and a nun (talk 

about typecasting!)  Thank you to Pauline 

James for this unique and highly-

entertaining must-see production!  

We enjoyed a recent trip strawberry 

picking at Brocksbushes and Hexham 

Bowling Club, where Amy and Erin proved 

to be rather adept at bowling! Amy also 

reckons that the cheesy chips are good 

there too!   

On the staff front we said a sad farewell to 

Vickie in March and welcomed Melanie 

after the Easter break, who has settled in 

very well. Thank you, Joseph who works 

with us, on Wednesdays and Thursdays 

and a very big thank you to Lesley, Emily 

and Bethany for their continued hard work 

and support. Thank you, ladies! 

Michael Quinlyn-Nixon (Tutor) 

Ellwood B 
Our class have had a fantastic year with 

great results to show for it.  Everyone has 

achieved either an ASDAN certificate or 

Diploma in Personal Progress. They have 

covered a huge range of topics including 

different sporting skills, growing plants and 

working with others. 

 

 

 

 

Group Updates 
 
 Wood Group 

Wood Group are really enjoying being in 

their new premises. Learners have 

adapted well and it’s like we have always 

been here.  

Everyone has had the opportunity to get 

out in the fresh air both in the garden area 

and out shopping. We are now enjoying 

the freedom to come and go around 

Consett and beyond. 

The scope to widen our learner’s 

experiences is magnificent as our new 

location gives us many more chances to 

take advantage of good weather, enjoy 

trips out and generally mix with the  

local community. 

 

It is great that we have had the World Cup 

to keep us all excited and on our toes, it 

has caused quite a lot of discussion with 

the staff and learners getting fully involved 

making collages of the flags from around 

the world. 

The holiday season is upon us and Wood 

group are going to make a ‘Season Tree’ 

which can be decorated each time the 

seasons change.  

Learners are making summer themed 

pictures to hang and place on the tree 

which will remind us of what summer is  

all about. 

Very soon we will have our George and 

the Dragon poster up on the wall to 

celebrate Great British Values and we will 

be completing our Equality and Diversity 

wall frieze too.  

Helen Hodge (Group Leader) 

 

 

 

Hart B 
Hart class have worked diligently throughout 

the year and deserved their  

ASDAN Certificate and Diplomas.   

With classes ranging from Bollywood 

dancing to growing and caring for plants the 

learners have gained new knowledge and 

skills in a wide range of areas. 

Christopher showed a natural aptitude for 

Makaton signing and was made a learner 

representative assisting with the Makaton 

signing for the Prom and musical events.  

He has proved to be a good role model to 

his fellow learners.  

 

Christopher and Megan have also put their 

craft and artistic skills to good use on a 

furniture upcycling course. They have 

learned new skills and made some 

wonderful items, thanks to ‘Real Lives Real 

Choices’ who run the course. 

  

  

 

 

Stringer Group 
Exciting news - we are all settled in the 

new premise at Herbert Street, the merge 

between Enterprise and Stringer is finally 

complete. We are proud to say we are 

now officially 'Stringer Group!'  

The learners work so well together, it is 

their positive attitude and excellent 

teamwork which has made this all 

possible. Well done and thank you all. 

 
We have been doing some great activities, 

including; arts and crafts, PE, tending to 

our allotment, Makaton practice for the 

prom, celebrating birthdays, exploring the 

outdoors, rehearsing our drama 

performance, day trips, cooking, 

transitioning to our new premises, making 

some beautiful displays to decorate our 

new room and of course having lots of fun 

along the way!!  

 
Please follow us on Facebook page for 

more group updates and photographs! 

Cara Barrass (Group Leader) 

 

Group Updates 
 

 


