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Newsletter 
Welcome ‘Oasis For Life Café’ … Tea anyone! 

  

    

   

We are delighted to announce our wonderful new business venture ‘Oasis For Life Café in 

the newly built Citizens House, Station Road, Consett DH8 5RL. We are currently in the 

process of trialling this with a plan to be officially open in late June. This will allow our learners 

to be supported to develop essential life and social skills whilst gaining work experience in a 

real life place of employment. 

 
 

Education site: 29 Werdohl Way, No.1 Industrial Estate, Consett, County Durham. DH8 6TJ   Tel: (01207) 508323   
Social Care site: Herbert Street, Consett, County Durham. DH8 6AE  Tel: (01207) 509936  

E-mail: info@learninglife.org.uk      Website: www.learninglife.org.uk    
 

 Health, Wellbeing and Sports news 

 
We have been very busy in P.E recently 

and I was grateful of help from learners 

Christopher Adams and Megan Brown  

who have delivered some excellent 

Football and Netball sessions!  

The Learners from all classes have 

experienced new sports, exercises and 

tried some new activities to improve 

balance and coordination.  
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Upcoming Events 

Craft and Chatter Group  

Everyone welcome   

(Sunniside Methodist Church)  

every Wednesday 10am – 12pm  

‘Connect’ Social fun for over 50’s  

(Sunniside Methodist Church)  

every Wednesday 12.45 – 2.15pm  

End of year Prom 2019  

(Ushaw College)  

Friday 5th July 5.30pm – 9.00pm 

 

 

 

Principal’s update 
 

News Feature 
 

A huge thank you! 

Once again, we are so impressed with how 

our young people have worked so hard 

both in Education and Social Care.  

A huge thank you also goes to Consett Fire 

station and their crew who made the visit 

there such a memorable occasion, 

especially for staff member Jay who 

managed to return to college dripping wet!  

 

We have also recently had trips to the farm 

and Killhope museum, the staff there were 

amazing and the trips proved to be a huge 

hit with learners and staff alike. This is a 

small selection of the achievements made 

by the wonderful young people we work 

with, thank you to each and every one of 

them for their hard work and determination 

to succeed.  

Another huge thank you also goes to the 

wonderful staff, parents and carers as 

without working together the learners 

wouldn’t achieve the incredible results  

they do!  

We are celebrating the success of all of our 

learners at the Prom at Ushaw College, 

Durham on the 5th of July at 5.30pm-9pm.  

We can’t wait to see you there! If you need 

tickets please contact Maggie Noble on 

01207 509936.  

Goodbye and Welcome! 
Goodbye to Amy Allison – thank you for  

all your hard work and good luck in your  

future endeavours. 

A big welcome to our volunteers and supply 

staff Marc Jordan, Christine Burrett,  

Luti Potter-Harris and Julie Suddas. 

Once again to everyone concerned, thank 

you for helping us make Learning for Life 

such a wonderful place to be!  

Marie Matthewson (Principal) 

 

Last month was also the end of  

an exceptional Partnership between 

ourselves, the special Olympics Gateshead 

and Newcastle United.  

   

Paul Hart has had an amazing experience 

working and training with Newcastle United 

Academy. I was incredibly proud when the 

head of the Academy told me he wanted 

Paul to come back next season!  

Greg Lowery (LSA) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News 
 

 
What an amazing time we are having at 

Sunniside Methodist Church ‘Craft and 

Chatter’ every Wednesday. Everybody is 

welcome to join us. We are learning how to 

make many different crafts ie: jewellery, 

cards and felting by letting our creativity flow!  

   
Visit our website or Facebook page for dates 

for our Charity Coffee mornings also: 

https://www.learninglife.org.uk/news/events 

Courtney, one of our learners has been busy 

creating a wall display and tracker for 

Robyn’s amazing charity climb up 

Kilimanjaro on the 18th July 2019. This is to 

help raise money for our 17 seater 

wheelchair accessible minibus. If you would 

like to donate please use the link to view her 

‘Just Giving page’. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/roby

n-gerencser1 

Emily Weightman (LSA)  

Six of our learners have been working 

towards their bronze certificate in  

The Arts Award. This is an industry 

recognised professional qualification for 

anyone under 25. Arts Award offers a range 

of unique qualifications that support 

learners to grow as artists, inspiring them 

to connect with and take part in the wider 

arts world. 

Our learners have looked at a wide range 

of different art forms including, performing 

arts, woodwork, felt making, painting, 

visual arts, ceramics and printing.  

We've also visited different exhibitions, 

performances, and workshops to further 

enhance our Arts Award experience.  

I am pleased to say all were successful in 

achieving this qualification. 

Jay Chambers (LSA, Drama and  

Makaton Coach) 
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 Wood Group 
We have had an interesting few weeks with 

Easter, Spring and now preparing for 

Summer. We have planted lots of Spring 

and Summer bulbs so we are now 

anxiously waiting for some lovely blooms 

coming through. 

   
We have finished making our weekly 

‘Souper Soups’ until the Autumn and are 

now concentrating on ‘Super Salads’ every 

Tuesday during our Summer season. 

Everyone gets a chance to prepare and 

taste, and they are ‘going down a storm’. 

Since the weather is improving we have 

been able to access the tennis courts and 

have been out and about in Consett and 

have had the odd tipple in Wetherspoons 

(non-alcoholic of course). We have also 

had visits to Lintzhall Farm, Burnhopefield. 

 

What has been most exciting was a visit 

from East Durham College who very kindly 

spent lots of time with the learners doing 

their hair and make-up, painting their nails, 

offering massages and generally making us 

all very happy! 

   

We can’t wait for them to come back! 

Helen Hodge (Group Leader) 

 

 

Ellwood and Hart Class 
With Summer just around the corner  

the learners in Ellwood and Hart have  

been working hard to complete their 

ASDAN certificates.  

   

   

   

   

We have been treat to some wonderful 

dishes from around the world each week as 

learners have been tasked with planning 

recipes, shopping for ingredients and 

cooking tasty delights for us all to try.  

 

 

  

 

A major project that we have been working 

on is to recycle crisp packets. In Timothy 

Class we recycle everything but there was 

nothing in place to recycle crisp packets.  

We contacted TerraCycle and now 

Learning for Life is ‘on the map’ to recycle 

crisp packets. This is our superbly styled 

Walkers crisp packet which is in the 

entrance to the College. Why not bring us 

your crisp packets and post them in our 

‘crisp packet’.   

   

We have also travelled the world this term 

in our ‘Country of the Week’ lesson.   

We have learned about countries as 

different as Iceland and Chile, India and 

Canada, looking at their most well-known 

animal and their music.  Most recently we 

learned about Sierra Leone, the 

hippopotamus, and ‘gumbe’ dancing, which 

is for the very fit!    

5 learners have completed their portfolios 

of work for ASDAN PSD and 1 learner has 

been entered for the ASDAN ‘Towards 

Independence’ Award. They have all 

worked so hard and should be justly proud 

of an excellent testament to the hard work 

that has gone on.   

We hope you have now all become 

acquainted with our class celebrity Pyjama 

the Llama. He made a special guest 

appearance (with his four recently 

discovered children) at our ‘Mocktails on 

the Lawn’ event in Aid of Christian Aid.  

    

Having your photograph taken with 

Pyjama, and his children, was only one of 

the exciting activities on offer during the 

day which raised £100 to provide health 

care for pregnant mothers and their babies 

in Sierra Leone.  

Pauline James (Tutor) 

   

 
 

Group Updates 
 
 

 

Timothy Class 
What an action packed term it has been for 

Timothy Class!  

January ‘kicked off’ with our Friendship Day.  

We sold friendship bracelets to support 

young people in The Andes in Peru making 

native crafts. We made up bracelet packs and 

each learner at Social Care made a 

friendship bracelet for a learner at Education.  

We also made Alfajores - special Peruvian 

biscuits which we all enjoyed.     

On February 6th we held a Chinese New  

Year Banquet. Customers enjoyed Special 

Chinese Sweet and Sour Soup, Chinese Rice 

with Oriental Vegetables, Chinese Tea and 

Lychees.  Ashleigh said “It was fantastic, the 

service and the food was lovely. You couldn’t 

possibly improve, everything was perfect.” 

   

In March we wanted to say ‘thank you’ to our 

mums and carers so we held a Mother’s Day 

Pampering Afternoon where our visitors 

could have a facial, a foot spa or their nails 

painted while feasting on a delightful 

afternoon tea. Learners were all assigned 

particular roles in the ‘Beauty Salon’ and 

completed their jobs with polish and finesse. 

   

In April we celebrated St George’s Day with  

a joust!  What a superb day we had with our 

friends from Social Care and Age UK.  

Working with volunteers from Age UK, 

learners made flags and roses to represent 

Lancashire and Yorkshire. In the afternoon 

we had a joust, dragon’s egg and spade race 

and steal the dragon’s egg.  

 

 

 

We are all looking forward to our next 

worldwide taste sensation as Megan cooks 

up a storm in the kitchen every week.  

Oasis for Life Café have had some of  

our learners working in the kitchen, 

prepping food and drink and serving our 

delighted customers.  

 

Christopher has continued his work 

placement at Lycetts and is really 

enjoying  gaining such fabulous work skills. 

He has also completed some coaching 

sessions in football and Boccia. 

    

This half term we will be looking forward to 

our Sports Day and some exciting day trips 

away from college. Recently, we visited 

Killhope mine which was such an enjoyable 

day out. 

 

We will be completing a Summer Challenge 

in which the learners will be choosing given 

tasks and will work together in order to 

complete them.  

Ross McGrath (Tutor) 

  

 

 

Group Updates 
 

 Stringer Group 
Stringer Group have been a busy bunch!! 

In February we made some beautiful 

valentines posters for our loved ones.  

March we began our amazing pom pom 

project, in which we made keying's, and 

began making the most beautiful pom 

pom rug!! (which is an ongoing 

project).  April we had a very successful 

coffee afternoon in aid of Autism 

awareness. We enjoyed spending time 

with familiar faces and welcomed some 

new faces too! Then for Easter we made 

cheesecake-filled Easter eggs which were 

so delicious, and due to demand, it kept 

us busy for weeks!  

We had our first trial runs of our  

Oasis café, in preparation for the grand 

opening on 22nd of June, 11am ‘til 3pm.  

Please come along!  

We enjoy spending time on our  

allotment preparing and planting this 

year’s vegetables.  

 

Every Wednesday our learners take turns 

to go to Sunniside Methodist church to 

enjoy our 'craft and chatter' group and 

have run many coffee afternoons raising 

funds for a range of different charities.  

We raise funds weekly for our Enterprise 

project making tasty pizza wraps and 

toasties. Learners get involved with every 

aspect of this; taking orders, choosing and 

buying the ingredients, making the 

product, delivering to staff and collecting 

the money! We are currently waiting for 

some more sunshine, so we can spend all 

of the money we have raised at a venue 

the learners will decide on. 

Enjoy the summer everyone and check 

Facebook and Instagram to see some 

more exciting things that Stringer Group 

will be getting up too!  

Cara Barrass (Group Leader) 

 


