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We now have three PE sessions running 
each week so more of our learners can take 
part more often.  

   

We have had fun exploring different  
types of movement and balance during 
Gymnastics lessons and played games of 
basketball, netball and cricket. I am looking 
forward to the new year when we will be 
using our new gymnastic skills to perform 
our own routine. 

 

On Friday 4th of October Ford Castle 
opened its portcullis to a group of our 20 
learners. Ford Castle Adventure Ltd. was 
pleased to be able to offer the day at no 
cost to Learning for Life. Learners 
accessed the Zip Wire and the High Ropes 
course as well as trying their hand at 
Archery, despite the weather.    

Ford Castle has spent significant time 
developing an ethos of inclusion and the 
technical competence to extend its 
welcome to as many people as possible. 
For this, we are truly thankful to Ben and all 
the staff for welcoming us with open arms. 
We truly had an amazing day. Thank you!  

Greg Lowery (LSA/Sports Coach) 

Breaking News! 
What an achievement! Robyn Gerencser 
from Lycetts in Newcastle (which offers a 
work placement for one of our learners), 
has raised £3350 for Learning for Life by 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro.  

A huge thank you to Ecclesiastical as they 
match funded the money raised. This is a 
massive achievement and we can’t thank 
Robyn enough for her enthusiasm,  
effort and determination in raising so  
much money! 
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Upcoming Events 

Craft and Chatter Group  

Everyone welcome   

(Sunniside Methodist Church)  

every Wednesday 10am – 12pm  

‘Connect’ Social fun for over 50’s  

(Sunniside Methodist Church)  

every Wednesday 12.45 – 2.15pm  

 

 

 

Principal’s update 
 

News Feature 
 

Christmas Message! 

I would like to say how impressed I am with 

all the work that has been done in the 

College and at the Oasis for Life Café at 

Citizens House this academic year.   

I would also personally like to say thank you 

to each and every one of you that 

contributed to these achievements.  

I am sure you will all agree that the 

Christmas Fayres were the best we have 

ever had and raised a phenomenal amount 

of money for our worthy causes, especially 

sensory equipment for our learners. 

As ever, there are far too many people to 

mention individually, but all learners and 

staff have worked very hard this year to 

make sure we have achieved success.   

I would also like to say a big ‘thank you’ to 

our partners East Durham College and 

Citizens House who have enabled us to 

achieve this success as well.  Working with 

different partners, organisations, 

consultants and stakeholders will continue 

into next year, with some new and  

exciting ventures on the horizon… watch  

this space… 

Whilst this has been a challenging year - 

continuing to cut costs and raise funds - it 

has also been a year in which so many 

wonderful opportunities and developments 

have been realised – and in so many areas! 

This makes our provision unique and our 

company a wonderful place to learn and 

work. All learners, parents, volunteers, 

families, carers, staff (past & present), 

directors, local councillors and many 

stakeholders have contributed to the 

success, thank you all so much! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 

wish each and every one of you the most 

wonderful Christmas ever and good health 

and much happiness for 2020 and always! 

Marie Matthewson (Principal & Head of 

Services)  

 

 

 

 

Other news 
The parishioners of Sunniside Methodist 
Church hosted a wonderful Christmas Party 
for us in the Church Hall. We enjoyed a 
delicious Christmas buffet and spent the 
afternoon socialising.  

 

We showcased our Makaton skills by 
performing for everybody followed by a disco 
and dancing - we had so much fun.  

Emily Weightman (LSA/Craft Leader) 

 

This term in Music we have undertaken a lot 
of new and exciting projects. As well as 
adding new songs to our repertoire, we have 
also started a joint music session to include 
both Social Care and Education learners.  

This term has seen us give successful 
performances at the Christmas Fayre and 
Sunniside Methodist Church. We sang and 
Makaton signed at the Special Olympics 
Presentation Event where Alan Shearer 
attended.  

 

This year has seen our Facebook music 
videos go global making us new friends 
worldwide. One of these new friends is the 
American Rock band ‘No Small Children’ 
who feature in the hit Netflix show The Santa 
Clara Diet and they also recorded the theme 
to the recent Ghostbusters film. Keep an eye 
out for an exciting project with Learning for 
Life and the band soon. Thank you again for 
all your support and please keep liking and 
sharing our Facebook posts.  

Jay Chambers (LSA/Drama and Makaton       
Coach) 

 
   

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
Special Olympics Awards Ceremony  
 
 
  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What an amazing evening we had at the Special Olympics Award Ceremony on Tuesday 

the 17th of December. Learners from both Social Care and Education received awards for 

their participation in a variety of sports such as Boccia, Football and Athletics, followed by a 

Makaton singing and signing inclusive performance.  

The awards were presented by no lesser a celebrity than Alan Shearer (above), who was 

very happy to chat to our learners and sign autographs.  

 Keith Hogan, Service Manager from Gateshead Council emailed after the event: 

“Another scintillating performance from Learning for Life last night at our 

Special Olympics awards night.  Really well choreographed again and the spirit 

of the performers in delivering a great performance was utterly compelling”. 

 

 

Christmas Fayre  
The local Bikers arrived in style to support us 

at the Christmas Fayre and Family Funday  

on the 30th November at Citizens House.  

Thank you to all who contributed. 

We raised over £2,650 which will be used for 

sensory equipment. Not only did the Bikers 

support this event but they brought a car full of 

food for the Food Bank too! 

A huge thank you to them and to all who came 

to enjoy and support this event. 

Special Olympics (Gateshead) 
We have opportunities in many sporting areas 

for the Special Olympics in Liverpool in 2021. 

A huge thank you goes to Keith Hogan and his 

team for extending the invitation to our Special 

Olympians. Watch this space! 
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Ellwood Class 
September saw the return of established 

learners already to start a new academic 

year and the arrival of a new Tutor and 

learner ready to begin on their Learning for 

Life path. Together we all got to know each 

other by working through lots of 'Getting to 

Know You' tasks and activities, including 

writing and producing a very special 

'Friendship Recipe Book'. 

Over the course of this term we have learnt 

a great deal about the work of charities 

based in the UK. In September we planned 

a sponsored walk in aid of the Macmillan 

Coffee Morning fundraiser and, when the 

weather was fine, we all set off and 

explored the local area on our route.  

A coffee was a welcoming sight on our 

return - we all deserved it! 

   

Although we all love a coffee we have learnt 

about healthier alternatives this term.   

We planned, prepared and made 

Smoothies which we sold around college in 

October. We carried out research to see 

which flavours people preferred (taste 

testing was a job we devoured) and made 

sure that we employed good marketing and 

advertising skills so that we sold them all. 

People were very complimentary about  

our drinks. 

   

October also saw us celebrating 

Halloween. Alongside our Literacy and 

Numeracy work, which was based on the 

Halloween theme, we also produced 

Halloween art and even baked Halloween 

cookies.  It was nice to be able to add a bit 

of colour to our classroom walls even if 

there was a lot of black! 

 

 

 

 

Shane enjoyed changing the lap counter as 

we passed it each time. 

It was our pleasure, this term, to invite 

some guests to a sumptuous 3 course meal 

in our classroom. We wanted to show our 

appreciation to some of those people who 

volunteer by giving their time and energy to 

support the College. Again, as part of our 

ASDAN Certificate, we planned, cooked, 

prepared and served a choice of: pumpkin 

or carrot and coriander soup, vegetable 

pasta with cheesy or garlic flatbread, 

muffins and coffee or tea with peppermint 

creams.   We intend to repeat this feast in 

the Spring Term. 

Our crisp recycling project has taken off!  

We have been contacted by a number of 

local people who regularly drop off their 

crisp packets to be recycled by TerraCycle.  

Stepping Stones Nursery children also 

come and post their crisps in our big crisp 

packet collection box.   

   

   

Thank you to all those people who  

helped us to collect food for the Consett 

Foodbank to ensure that we all have a  

Merry Christmas.  

 

All the best for 2020 from all of us in 

Timothy Class.  

Pauline James (Tutor) 

 

 

Group Updates 
 
 

Timothy Class 
Timothy Class would like to wish you all a 

very Happy and Peaceful Christmas. Here we 

are enjoying our Christmas Dinner at  

The Kitchen Café in Newton Hall, followed by  

‘The Christmas Journey’ at All Saints Church.  

  

 

We really enjoyed making our ‘lolly stick 

stables’ and watching the animal puppets in 

the Stable.  Learners partly funded this outing 

by raising money through a number of 

different events, this term. With Ellwood 

Class, we designed, made and sold 

Christmas tree decorations, and we invited 

guests to a ‘Focaccia and Coffee Tasting’ 

morning as part of our study of Italy and the 

music of Vivaldi.  

Learners really enjoyed watching Jamie 

Oliver make the focaccia bread and then 

trying it out themselves. It was delicious – 

especially the focaccia with cherry tomatoes. 

This was also part of our work for our ASDAN 

Certificate, where we need to be aware of 

dangers in the kitchen, and to learn to budget 

our own money.  

   

Earlier in the term, we also raised money for 

the MacMillan Cancer Charity with a 

sponsored walk around the Industrial Estate.  

 

 

  

 

On a serious note, at the end of October we 

learnt all about fire safety and prevention. 

We hope we never have to put into practice 

some of the things we learnt, but we now 

know how to keep ourselves safe and that 

is important. 

Fire remained on our minds in November 

with Bonfire Night, and we were able to add 

to our classroom display with our models of 

different types of fireworks and our 

amazing firework poems. During this time 

Kenny also learnt a great deal about  

‘The Great Fire of London’ which happened 

in 1666. 

    

November was also a time to learn about 

another two great charities, The Poppy 

Appeal (Royal British Legion) and Children 

in Need.  We participated in the 2 minute 

silence along with the rest of the nation on 

Remembrance Day and recited poetry by 

the Great War Poets. Kenny has also learnt 

a great deal about World War 1 which he 

has thoroughly enjoyed. December, was a 

month of Christmas celebrations.  

After learning all about Christingle we were 

able to hold our very own Christingle 

Service in College which was attended by 

learners from Social Care, parents and 

family and members of the Learning for  

Life family. 

Over the course of the term we have really 

enjoyed participating in regular PE 

sessions, thank you Greg and have 

relished the chance to sing and sign at 

Herbert Street. Thank you Jay, Chris has 

continued his work experience at Lycetts 

and we would like to thank them, and 

Michael, for their support. 

On a personal note, as the new Tutor in 

Ellwood, I would like to say a great big 

thank you to all the Learners and Staff for 

welcoming me so warmly into the Learning 

for Life family. I've had a super term and 

look forward to the next term and 2020.  

Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

Susan Beck (Tutor) 

  

 

 

Group Updates 
 

 Stringer Class 
Here in Stringer Group, we have had a 
brilliant few months with some amazing 
memories that will last forever! 

    

We have had a lot of busy days in our 
beautiful allotment, sporty days playing 
football and PE, crafty days at our 
Sunniside Craft and Chatter groups and 
Special Olympics training - boccia, 
athletics, football and indoor archery 
training. We have practised or Makaton 
for our performances, cooked tasty treats 
and made fabulous enterprise projects to 
raise funds for our learners, and not to 
forget fun in the sun (when it’s out of 
course!!). We are even hoping we get the 
chance to make snowmen sometime 
soon! We’ve also had amazing times at 
our very popular Social Nights, which 
have included: Hawaii Party, bowling, 
pamper nights and a Christmas party.  

    

In the run up to Christmas we have been 
like Santa's elves making our amazing 
products to sell. Santa cams, snow 
families and sweet jars have been so 
popular that we raised enough money to 
take every one of our learners to our local 
cinema to see the 'Snow White' 
Pantomime! We have been getting into 
the Christmas spirit with our Christmas 
Party at Sunniside, offsite visits to see the 
popular Fenwick’s window and Lintzford 
garden centre. Then last week we were so 
lucky to have a delicious Christmas dinner 
made by our amazing chefs Philippa and 
Tom. It was the perfect day and so much 
fun was had by everyone! 

Thank you everyone for your continued 
support with donations, ideas and, of 
course, buying our amazing products. 
Have a Merry Christmas and a very 
Happy New Year!! 

Cara Barrass (Group Leader) 

 

Wood Group 
Wood group have had a fabulous and busy 

time leading up to Christmas. 

We all went to see the Panto ‘Snow White’ 
at The Empire Theatre, Consett. Staff and 
learners had a wonderful time and 
thoroughly enjoyed the whole show. 

We are still enjoying our time at Oasis for 
Life Café. We love to meet the community 
and help out, the customers love us. 

   

We have been very busy making Christmas 
Jam and Ginger Wine ready for our Fayre 
on the run up to Christmas. Everyone 
participated and we had a really good time. 
We made lots of money for our efforts 
which will help us buy much needed things 
for our classroom. 

   

   

We would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and look forward to 
seeing you all again in 2020. 

Helen Hodge (Group Leader) 

Goodbyes and Welcomes 
In the Summer we said a sad goodbye to 

Ashleigh Thompson (Care Manager) and 

Ross McGrath (Tutor). We wish them every 

success in the future! This term we have 

welcomed Susan Beck (Tutor) and are 

looking forward to welcoming Alison 

Thornton (Care Manager), in January.  

 

 

 

 


