
5.96 

Kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkknii09qb2u2HJJJJJ 

  

We are so impressed with how our learners have adjusted to 

the adaptations in place to keep everyone safe during this 

difficult and unprecedented time. During these last few months, 

we have been in contact with the learners/families who are 

isolating and providing them with activity packs, by post or via 

the website. We are delighted to have received so many 

photographs and videos of our learners and family members 

enjoying the activities that we have sent them.  

Staff have worked hard both onsite and from home, many of whom have been involved 

in specific tasks to keep our provision both effective and productive. We have also taken 

the opportunity to streamline our ‘outreach’ to become more efficient and noticeable; the 

website and marketing materials are amazing and you must check out our latest video 

https://www.learninglife.org.uk/lfl-promo-video-launch/ 

A huge thank you goes to County Durham Community Foundation (CDCF), 

Programme: COVID-19 Sustainability Fund for the funding we have received to support 

the organisation and people in the community during the COVID-19 pandemic. The funds 

have not only allowed us to purchase vital temperature checking equipment, but have 

also allowed us to work with the wider community. We are providing activities, gifts, online 

tutorials, cards etc. The learners and staff have worked exceptionally hard to make sure 

we are personalising these items. I’m immensely proud of all learners and staff involved 

in this project - their passion and determination to ‘make someone’s day’ is clearly 

evident!   

In recognition of our positive example of how well we are managing during the crisis, we 

were delighted to receive a wonderful card from Mrs Sue Snowdon, Lord-Lieutenant 

of Durham, thanking us for the sterling work we are doing during the pandemic. It means 

so much that people have taken the time to send us their thanks and well wishes.  

Additionally, we were amazed and grateful to have received a cheque for £1,000 from  

Sir Bob Murray CBE and the Murray Family to assist us with our “continued and much-

needed community efforts’”. This was a wonderful surprise and very gratefully received.  

We do have exciting times ahead - we aim to ‘future proof’ our provision by expanding 

into the outside area at Herbert Street. We would like to start this project by asking for 

your input. Anyone interested in being involved in a steering group, please contact us on 

01207 509936 and we will advise you of meeting dates.  

Last, but certainly not least, we are working closely with Lorna and Ian who hope to 

develop a project on their farm Haystax at Knitsley. Our aim is that our learners will gain 

invaluable work experience opportunities and be able to have residential trips to this 

unique, fabulous and amazing place! It is in the early planning stages, so if you could 

send us your letters of support please do so, and we will pass them on.  

Thank you to directors, staff, learners, parents, carers, volunteers, supply staff, local 

councillors (especially Alex Watson who has been instrumental in raising funds for our 

organisation) and stakeholders who have supported us during this testing-time.   

Your help, support and donations have been invaluable! 

 

Marie Matthewson (Principal and Head of Services) 

 

 

Health and Sports news 

Before the restrictions we had been involved 

in games of Boccia, Football and Cricket, as 

well as trying some new exercise classes.   

We were very grateful to have a Cricket 

Coach from Durham to run 2 programmes 

for Education and Social Care learners 

where we had great fun over 6 sessions.  

    
I am very pleased to say that one of our 

learners has started his own fitness 

programme and another has helped me to 

deliver P.E. lessons to his classmates. 

Recently our P.E. and activities have been 

very different. The learners have taken part 

in many walks and joined in Yoga sessions. 

Greg Lowery (LSA/Sports Coach) 

 

Oasis for Life Café  
We remain closed as per government 

guidelines, but on speaking with a number of 

staff, learners, volunteers and customers 

everyone is doing fine. They are missing one 

another and can’t wait to come back once 

we open our doors again.  

Tina Willis (Café Manager) 

Other news  
Our allotment at Blackhill is coming on 

fantastically, with a range of vegetables, 

herbs and flowers starting to pop through. 

We would like to give a huge thank you to 

Tina Willis and her partner for their hard 

work and determination at the allotment.  

We would like to thank Emily Weightman 

who is a member of staff for designing and 

painting our learner bathroom. Take a virtual 

tour by visiting our website page:  

https://www.learninglife.org.uk/a-sneek-

peek-at-our-newly-decorated-bathroom/ 
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Principal’s update 
 

News Feature 
 

How we are keeping safe 
during COVID-19  

 Opening windows for plenty of ventilation 
wherever possible 

 Learners in and out through back door 
(Social Care) 

 Temperature checks before allowed on site 

 We isolate those who have high temp and 
retake 2 more times, if too high, return home 
to isolate 

 We have sanitizing stations at doors 

 Learners must wash their hands as they 
enter and are offered PPE daily 

 Staff wear PPE before they enter and they 
sanitize wheelchairs (staff not wishing to 
wear a mask will sign a disclaimer) 

 Hands washed on an hourly basis 

 PPE bins in place 

 PPE and cleaning equipment in minibus, 
windows are opened and cleaning takes 
place before and after journey  

 Learners assist to clean table tops regularly 

 Social distancing is maintained at all times 

 Social distancing rounds on the floor as 
visuals, tables are placed 2 metres apart 

 Social distancing visuals on display to show 
2 metres  

 We encourage hand washing before leaving 
the building  

 We give virtual hugs if needed 

 

 

 

Education site: 29 Werdohl Way, No.1 Industrial Estate, Consett, County Durham. DH8 6TJ   Tel: (01207) 508323   
Social Care site: Herbert Street, Consett, County Durham. DH8 6AE  Tel: (01207) 509936  

E-mail: info@learninglife.org.uk      Website: www.learninglife.org.uk    
 

Just some of the wonderful photographs sent in by parents/carers of learners who have not 

been able to join us at Learning for Life during the COVID-19 pandemic. In sharing our 

experiences and fun times both at home and at Learning for Life, you have captured these 

precious moments and have kept us all smiling through. 

 

https://www.learninglife.org.uk/lfl-promo-video-launch/
https://www.learninglife.org.uk/a-sneek-peek-at-our-newly-decorated-bathroom/
https://www.learninglife.org.uk/a-sneek-peek-at-our-newly-decorated-bathroom/
mailto:info@learninglife.org.uk
mailto:info@learninglife.org.uk
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Ellwood Class 
Hygiene became a 'big' topic for Ellwood 

Class to complete, little did we know then 

how important such a learning experience 

was going to be in the coming weeks.   

Our 'work' on hand washing gave us great 

practice for the arrival of the Coronavirus. 

When we needed to wash our hands more 

thoroughly and regularly we were all ready.  

In our work we also learnt the importance 

of brushing our teeth, showering/bathing, 

washing our hair and the reasons behind 

why we need to wear clean clothes.  So that 

we can be sure to have clean clothes to 

wear, we all learnt how to use a washing 

machine (we even know what the washing 

labels inside our clothes mean). 

 

Alongside hygiene we also know about the 

importance of keeping ourselves healthy by 

taking regular exercise.  Some of us have 

had the opportunity to join Social Care in 

their weekly football training sessions led 

by Newcastle Academy. We really enjoyed 

the sessions and benefitted greatly from 

them.  Hopefully, it will be safe for them to 

resume before too long. 

  

We celebrated World Book Day by 

becoming library detectives. We enjoyed 

the challenge of trying to find different 

books on different topics such as Space, 

Animals and Countries. We learnt the 

difference between fiction and non-fiction. 

We researched the popular authors; David 

Walliams and Roald Dahl. 

As an Enterprise experience we organised 

a book sale and sold books online through 

a well-known website.  We still have a lot of 

unsold books in college as unfortunately we 

had to be put our enterprise scheme on 

hold due to the Coronavirus. 

 

 

 

Group updates 
 
 Once we are in a position to restart  

our scheme we will let you know. You never 

know there might be a book there just  

for you! 

Ellwood learners have all been working on 

their ASDAN qualifications. For the module 

‘Personal Safety in the Home and 

Community’ some have been venturing out 

on local transport; reading timetables and 

calculating their own fares.  

  

All have completed learning on road safety, 

staying safe in the community and staying 

safe, in all rooms, while at home.  

The learners enjoyed learning through 

practical activities and some even came 

with incentives to 'do our best'; we could eat 

the biscuits and they were yummy!  

We also completed lots of practical tasks 

for the module 'Managing own Money'.  

We identified our own spending habits and 

devised our own budgeting plans to match 

our income. 

Coronavirus and entering 'lockdown' has 

brought us many challenges both 

personally and as a class community but 

through it all we have tried to continue  

our learning.  

As so many of us clapped our NHS heroes 

on a Thursday night we thought it important 

to take time to learn about the beginnings 

of modern nursing and acknowledge the 

200th birthday of Florence Nightingale, to 

make posters to celebrate the work of our 

key workers, salute the fundraising efforts 

of Capt. Tom Moore and have fun  

with rainbows. 

We would like to say a warm welcome to 

Syed, who joined us last term in both 

Timothy and Ellwood classes. He is already 

‘one of the gang’! 

We look forward to the day when we can  

all be together again; let's hope that  

day is soon. 

Susan Beck (Tutor) 

  

 

 

Group updates 
 

 Social Care  

(Stringer and Wood Groups) 

Once we are back to ‘normal’ Stringer and 

Wood groups will be one, sharing staff and 

learners alike so they all get the same 

experiences. Our combined group will be 

known as ‘Herbert Group.’  

The plan is to offer 3 to 4 activities each 

morning and afternoon, giving learners lots 

of choice and the staff the opportunity to 

run a session. 

   

The activities will include: ARCHERY, 

COOKERY, HOLISTICS, GUITAR 

LESSONS, MUSIC and MAKATON,  

LIFE SKILLS each day, SENSORY, 

ALLOTMENT and GARDENING, 

SHOPPING, FOOTBALL, SPECIAL 

OLYMPICS, ARTS and CRAFTS and 

OASIS CAFÉ. 

We had trialled this system before  

Covid-19, it worked really well and kept 

everyone busy, so we are looking forward 

to resuming asap. 

Sandra Wilkinson from 'The Grey Horse’ 

pub here in Consett contacted our staff 

back in April asking if any of our learners 

would like to create pictures to display and 

bring colour to the pub's windows. 

 

We were delighted to respond to this 

opportunity as The Grey Horse have been 

fundamental in raising money for Learning 

for Life in recent years. In respect of the 

current COVID-19 crisis situation our 

learners have created these rainbows. 

Cara Barrass (Group leader) and 

Helen Hodge (Deputy Care Manager) 

 Pauline James (Tutor & Education Advisor) 

 

Social Care  

(Drama, Music & Makaton) 

As you're aware, on Facebook we have a 

weekly ‘Sign of the Week’. We have a 

timetable of signs that the learners have 

chosen, and we record a video that not 

only can our learners access, but anyone 

visiting our site can, too. With the current 

situation, we  have not been able to record 

our weekly videos within college, so we 

had to think ‘outside of the box’.  

We contacted learners, parents, carers, 

and staff; to record themselves signing 

(whilst staying safe at home) and edited 

them all together to create our very own 

remote ‘Sign of the Week’ 

 

Our friends, Vince Martin of ‘Derby 

Community Sounds Radio’, and the 

amazing American rock band ‘No Small 

Children’ helped too, to ensure that we 

created something special. And it has 

been! We've seen everyone come 

together, and still maintain a sense of 

community, as well as see our efforts 

reach as far as America and Australia.  

A huge thank you for helping us create 

something positive and fun in these 

uncertain times.  

Jay Chambers  

(LSA/Drama and Makaton Coach) 

Goodbyes and Welcomes 
A big welcome to Alison Thornton our 

new Social Care Manager who joined us 

in January. Alison has already made a 

huge impact with very positive changes 

since her employment with us.  

Thank you, Alison!  

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately this had to be put on hold due 

to the Coronavirus.     

In the future we are also going to extend our 

recycling project by offering bamboo 

toothbrushes and information to learners 

and staff at Education. This will be further 

developed through the ‘Waste Not Want 

Not’ Project – a project with funding from 

Durham County Council which focuses on 

reusing, reducing and recycling.  

Most recently, we bought 4 new recycle 

bins so that we can recycle cardboard, 

paper, glass and plastic in a more 

organised way. 

   
During the ‘Lock down’ Learners from both 

sites came together to participate in our 

Sports Day event! A great reason for 

keeping fit and having lots of fun whilst  still 

socially distancing. Learners enjoyed 

making butterflies using coffee filter papers 

and a clothes peg, and environmentally 

friendly bird feeders using half an orange.   

To celebrate May Day we learned a 

traditional dance which we named ‘The 

Herbert Street Square Dance’ to the tune of 

‘Strip the Willow’, had a May Day 

Procession wearing May Day crowns, and 

made, and ate, a Victoria Sandwich Cake.  

Learners also took part in a Sports 

Challenge Afternoon where they 

challenged themselves to complete an egg 

and spoon walk, goal scoring game, bean 

bag throw and an obstacle course.  

  

To thank the NHS for their excellent work, 

each learner also coloured a card with a 

thank you message and sent them to the 

University Hospital of North Durham. 

 

Timothy Class 
This Term, Timothy Class have had a 

renewed emphasis on engaging with 

books, and recognising letter sounds and 

names. We have enjoyed the sensory 

stories of ‘Betty and the Yeti’ and ‘Grub in 

Love’ - which was chosen especially for 

Valentine’s Day.  

   
For World Book Week, we read ‘Winston’s 

Journey’, about a bird migrating from 

England to Africa to Iceland, and also ‘It’s 

a No Money Day’ to raise learners’ 

awareness about the current need for 

Food Banks. This fitted in well with our 

food collection to support the Food Bank. 

Learners have worked steadily through 

their 4 ASDAN modules, in order to 

complete the ASDAN PSD Certificate. 

Those in their second year, completed the 

ASDAN PSD Award last year.  As part of 

‘Personal Safety in the Home and 

Community’ learners have travelled, with 

support, on the local service bus, paying 

their own fare, and ordering a drink in a 

café.  They have considered dangers in 

the kitchen, bathroom and living room, and 

devised safety tips; engaged with asking 

for help in a variety of situations; listed their 

particular skills and qualities with regards 

to experiencing the workplace and learned 

to recognise various coins through buying 

items at the Italian shop.     

The ‘Winter Festival’, organised to 

brighten up the dark days of January, was 

a great success. Each class, at both sites, 

made a cake on the theme of ‘Winter’.   

We played ‘Snowman Skittles’ and the 

Mars Bar Game, and all joined in with 

‘Frosty the Snowman’ and ‘Let it Snow’, 

complete with Makaton signing.  

Our crisp recycling project continues 

skyward, with many enquiries from local 

people. Stepping Stones Nursery, who 

also come and post their crisps in our big 

crisp packet collection box, agreed to help 

us pack some of the crisp packets and  

so be involved in the second part  

of the process.  

 

 

 


