
5.96 
Kkkkk 
  

I am sure you will agree that 2020 has been a particularly  
challenging year for us all, but rather than dwell on the  

all-too-familiar negativity of the pandemic,  
I would like to say a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to the learners, staff and parents  

for their amazing support in these extremely testing times.   
The pandemic did not stop the vital service that Learning for Life offered,  

I think that is quite incredible! 

Overcoming the year’s many challenges, Learning for Life has also focused on  
securing a host of funding; we wish to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all who have  

supported us. This success has to be applauded, as it has raised funds for many  
new Learning for Life initiatives, including several wonderful community activities,  

which have benefitted so many people and a welcome surprise to the grateful recipients. 

To whet your appetite for some exciting future developments, we have received  
funding to create some new workrooms at Herbert Street, which will be a great  

enhancement to the facilities the centre already has to offer.  If that was not quite exciting 
enough, we have also got our Haystax initiative at Knitsley, which will see our learners develop  
a range of skills, on an established farm, which will be an amazing place to visit in the future.   

We would like to thank Lorna and Ian for allowing us to participate in such an  
exciting adventure – ‘thank you’.  All of these wonderful enhancements and  

opportunities will further our scope of developing our learners’ community interaction, 
 good health, employability and independence! 

As usual, there are far too many people to mention and thank individually, but a special 
thank you goes to all learners and staff who have worked very hard this year to make 

sure we have continued to achieve success. 

I would also like to say a big ‘thank you’ to our partners East Durham College  
who have enabled us to achieve this success as well.  Our provision is truly unique  

and our company is a wonderful place to learn, work and achieve.  
All learners, parents, families, carers, staff (past and present), directors,  
local authorities and councillors, particularly Alex Watson and our many  
stakeholders have contributed to the success.  Thank you all so much.   

We are sure that these strong partnerships  
will carry us forward to even greater achievements in 2021. 

I am wishing each and every one of you a special Christmas  
and a year of health and happiness for the new year ahead. 

Marie Matthewson – Principal, Learning for Life 
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Principal’s Message 
 Health and Sports news 

In Education, we have more PE and 
Exercise time now than ever before.  
Since Summer, our Learners have been 
more active, and outside wherever possible.  
Both classes have been out walking  
and exploring.  

    

Timothy class have recently worked very 
hard on their football and teamwork skills 
and we have had some very successful one- 
to-one PE sessions. We have also added 
sensory activities to our indoor sessions and 
developed Yoga further. 

We are very grateful for recent funding from 
Durham Sport which has enabled us to have 
equipment and tuition to exercise even when 
our Learners can’t get into college. 
Greg Lowery (LSA/Sports Coach) 

Other news  
Author Michael Quinlyn Nixon (our very 
talented Learning Support Assistant) 
launches his first book - The Tale of the 
Vampire Rabbit - a poem, written and fully 
illustrated by Michael Quinlyn-Nixon. 

   
It is a totally fictional and completely 
unhistorical account of the origins  
of Newcastle city's mysterious grotesque 
known as the 'Vampire Rabbit'.  

More information can be found on his blog: 

The ideas book – The Tale of the Vampire 
Rabbit | Quinlyn Nixon Art (wordpress.com) 

The book is available on a number  
of online booksellers, including Amazon  
and Waterstones.  

Issue 9 
Tea Bag project – Front page 

Group updates – Inside pages 

Principal’s message – Back page 

Health and Sports news and 
Other news – Back page 

Upcoming Events 
Follow our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/LearningforLife2017 

 

News Feature 
 

Timothy Class have enjoyed every moment of being part of the Tea Bags Project, funded 
through the National Lottery Community Fund.  250 Tea Bags - full of goodies such as 
biscuits, tea, coffee, Kavli cheese - have been packed by Learners and delivered to the 
most vulnerable people in our community, to bring a bit of happiness to them at this  
difficult time. One very grateful recipient, Audrey Robson, said: 

“I was like a small child on Christmas morning opening her stocking. I had 
tears of joy running down my cheeks and it made me really happy that people 
were so kind.  This has made my Christmas!”  

 

Christmas Jumper Day  
in aid of ‘Save the Children’ 
We raised £86 on Friday at our Christmas 
Jumper Day, in aid of Save the Children. 
Learners enjoyed 'Find the Jumper' and 
'Design a Jumper' competitions.  Thank you 
everyone who made the day such fun. 



 a  

  

Ellwood Class 
Ellwood class returned to College in 
September with 4 new members and they 
have quickly made friends and settled into 
College lifestyle. 

At the beginning of the Autumn term,  
the COVID-19 Pandemic was obviously 
never far from our thoughts, but we 
completed a lot of work on how we could 
keep ourselves safe and healthy. We follow 
all the guidelines, and our classroom now 
has the faint aroma of hand sanitizer drifting 
through it. 

We learnt a lot about keeping safe and 
healthy and decided we wanted to  
know more, so we did our very own mini 
First Aid course.   

We used resources from the St John's 
Ambulance to help us and can now help if 
you have a cut, sprain, burn or are even 
choking.  If you see us in College sometime 
just ask us about DR ABC.   

With all their newly learnt basic knowledge 
Joe, Kenny and Christopher then 
embarked on an online First Aid Course  
and, we are very proud to say, that  
all 3 passed and have now been  
awarded their 'Emergency First Aid 
Awareness' Certificate. 

We then turned our attention to keeping 
Planet Earth safe and protecting  
our environment. 

We have researched many different types 
of pollution, including air, water and noise 
pollution.  We were dismayed to learn about 
how plastic pollution is the most 
widespread problem and how it can 
seriously affect the marine environment.   

Did you know that pieces of plastic bag 
were found at a depth of 11,000 metres 
inside the Mariana Trench, which is the 
deepest point in the Pacific Ocean? 

We are now trying to spread the word that 
'Plastic is Not Fantastic', alongside  
Timothy class. 

We have all embraced our new bamboo 
toothbrushes and have made a product 
which not only stores them in a hygienic 
way, but reuses the water that remains on 
them after we have brushed our teeth. 

 

Group updates 
 

We needed to use many skills to make  
our toothbrush holders, such as using 
sandpaper to smooth our wood and using a 
screwdriver safely to insert our screws to 
hold everything together. 

The wood we used was also recycled from 
pallets, so we were being sustainable. 

We are very pleased with our finished 
products and found the process of making 
them satisfying and pleasurable.  

    

    

Can you see how we are reusing water? 

(Yes! The left-over water drips off our  
brush and onto the cactus to give it a  
'small drink'). 

    

    

We designed our own posters which we 
hope will also influence others to be kinder 
to our environment.  

Susan Beck (Tutor) 

  

Group updates 
 

Social Care  
(Stringer and Wood Groups) 
It has been a strange year for everyone, 
especially here at Herbert Street, but  
I would like to say a huge thank you  
to all staff for working so hard to make  
it a safe, comfortable and enjoyable 
environment for all of our Learners. 

We have continued with our day-to-day 
routines 'socially distanced’ of course, and 
have again made some beautiful crafts 
ready to sell for Christmas. They include 
cards, snowmen pom-pom families, Santa 
cams and nutcrackers .... We will be 
advertising these on Facebook very soon, 
so keep your eyes peeled!  

  
The Learners have worked so hard to 
make sure the building is as festive as 
possible, making some of the most 
beautiful crafts for decoration, and not to 
forget the time that they have spent 
making crafts for their loved ones, too. 

  
Along with all of the things we have already 
done, we are looking forward to the rest of 
December for some of the amazing things 
we have planned, to make sure that we 
end the year on a high, including;  
Secret Santa, Craft workshops, delivering 
Christmas gifts to our local community, 
Christmas Jumper Day and, not to forget, 
our amazing Christmas video!! 
Cara Barrass (Group leader) 
I would like to say thank you to all of the 
staff for the way they have coped during 
these strange times, and an even bigger 
thank you to our wonderful young people 
for adjusting as well as they have - they 
have managed to keep smiles on all of  
our faces! 
Helen Hodge (Deputy Care Manager) 
 

Social Care  
(Drama, Music & Makaton) 
What an exciting time we've had this term 
in Music-Makaton. It got off to an amazing 
start when our staff were asked to be  
part of No Small Children's new video,  
for their song ‘Teacher’. Along with 
teachers from across the globe, we were 
proud to be part of this unique, socially  
distanced experience.  

Check out the video over at YouTube  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sM5L-dX7KI  

 
Then Learning for Life went all Hollywood! 
Thanks to the support of Karbon Homes, 
we produced our own mini movie just in 
time for Halloween. If you haven't yet 
seen it, go over to our Facebook page  
and check it out, but be warned it’s  
really scary!!  

  
We are now putting the finishing touches 
to our new Christmas video, and we can't 
wait for you to see it. With the support of 
The COOP Causes initiative, we've been 
working on something to spread a little 
festive cheer this holiday season. 

  
Thank you for all the comments, shares, 
and support for our videos - they've really 
made us smile. See you next year for 
more awesome musical treats. 

Jay Chambers  
(LSA/Drama and Makaton Coach) 

 

 

 

 

Food Technology has been a great 
favourite this term, and Learners have 
made (and enjoyed!) Tacos and Nachos, 
and a fruit elephant.   

To celebrate Bonfire Night, they also made 
and sold ‘Bonfire Bagels’, for staff and 
learners, which went down a treat. 

   

As part of their Personal Progress Module 
‘Making Drinks and Snacks’, Nicole, 
Kieran, Shane and Syed prepared  
a tea tray for Marie and Philippa’s 
Managers Meeting, for which they were  
warmly congratulated. 

        
Since September we have been working on 
two projects.  Our first is ‘Waste Not Want 
Not’ encouraging people to reuse and 
recycle. In October, we provided every 
learner at Learning for Life with a bamboo 
toothbrush and a leaflet explaining why  
it is important to try not to use plastic.   
In January we will be making cotton wash 
bags and making eco-friendly soap. 

Most recently we have been sourcing and 
making ‘Tea Bags’ for people who have 
found the Coronavirus particularly 
challenging.  Our target is 250 bags full of 
delicious goodies. We have enjoyed 
developing our work skills – choosing, 
budgeting, using money, working together, 
doing a good job, quality control – and we 
know that we have brought some joy into 
the lives of those who are not as fortunate 
as ourselves. 

All the best for 2021 from all of us in 
Timothy Class.  

Pauline James (Tutor) 

 

Timothy Class 
From Timothy Class we would like  
to wish you all a very Happy and  
Peaceful Christmas.  

   
Here we are opening our Advent Calendar, 
reading the Christmas Story, and enjoying 
our little treats! 

We have also been asked to provide a 
Christmas scene for the noticeboard at  
All Saints Church in Newton Hall, so soon 
we will be putting our considerable artistic 
skills to the test.   

 
This term, learners have produced some 
superb art work. As part of our study of 
South America, they translated a still life 
painting by Frida Kahlo into a modern-day 
equivalent. They also made a great job of 
drawing and painting Planty McPlant Face 
– our class Christmas Cactus – and 
making wreaths for Remembrance Day, 
with poppies to represent soldiers (red), 
animals (purple), people of colour (black) 
and peace lovers (white). 

    
Amy, new to Timothy Class this year, has 
amazed us with her ‘cube constructions’.  
Here is a football field (left), together with  
players and visitor stands and a unique 
playpark complete with a swing, monkey 
bars, roundabout, slide and seesaw (right). 

    
  


