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Principal’s Message 
 

Health and Sports news 

Timothy and Ellwood classes have been 
making the most of the recent good weather 
where they have played football, rounders 
and netball. There are four PE lessons a 
week and Kenny has even walked  
a marathon! 

 

Both Education classes were together for 
our Annual Sports Day Event organised by 
Greg and Christopher. The Learners played 
sports games and they all had fun in the sun 
ending with water balloons and a final 
presentation ceremony.  

The ‘Best All-rounder’ went to Andre.  
Amy won ‘The Sportsmanship Award’ and 
the ‘Best Team Player’ went to Norton.  

A ‘Special Achievement Award’, courtesy 
of The Rotary Club of Consett,  
was presented to Lauren for the most 
improved Learner. 

Greg Lowery (LSA/Sports Coach) 

 

Other News  
Sadly, we have to say Goodbye to  
Emily, Shauna, Philippa, Emma, Andrea 
and Susan who have left our organisation.  
We would like to thank them for their hard 
work and wish them all the very best in  
the future.  

Hello to our two new Tutors Sarah and 
Marie. We are so happy you have joined the 
team. Also, welcome to our new LSA’s 
Dawn, Kay, Krissy, Meg, Sarah and Stacy. 

We would also like to say a sad farewell to 
Alan Cross (Managing Director) and we are 
pleased to announce that Anne Timothy 
has taken up the position. 
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Upcoming Events 
Follow our Facebook and Instagram page 
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News Feature 
 

We are all so excited about our two new provisions in Consett and Newcastle. We are 
looking forward to working with Disability North to provide an excellent preparation for 
adulthood for our learners, and joining our Social Care friends and colleagues in Consett. 
Our learners have had visits to the Newcastle site recently as part of their transition period.  
This is what they thought of their new premises…   

“It was lovely to meet some new friends.” Natasha 

“The place is amazing. I can’t wait for September.” Amy was blue and we 
planted approximately 230 trees. This is just the start of a wonderful partnership 

Newsletter 
Exciting new premises – looking to the future!  

  

Our newly built Summer House  
We would like to give a MASSIVE ‘shoutout’ to 
Derwentside College for our Beautiful Summer 
House based at our Consett site. 

The students came in at times of their own 
accord as well as during lesson time, they were 
respectful and pleasant throughout the whole 
time they were here working. 
 

From left to right - Lewis Swallow, Dylan Fairs, 
Lizzy Vitali, Melissa King & Peter Fox (Lecturer) 

What a year it has been! Whist we have faced complex and testing 
times, Learning for Life has managed to continue its goal of 
amalgamating education and social care onto one site in Consett, 
and expanding services into Newcastle. We are delighted to say 
learners from Newcastle will have their own education provision at 
Disability North in Gosforth from September. We cannot wait to 
welcome our Newcastle learners to this new site and hope to do 
so before the end of this term.  

Our building work has started in the outside area at our Social Care site. The first of our 
three new additional spaces, the wonderful wellbeing hub was built by Derwentside 
College. A huge thank you goes to the wonderful team who build this fabulous space – 
we cannot thank you enough! The brick shed has been demolished by the builders and 
hopefully we will see the two new classrooms taking shape soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We could not have planned these improvements without the support of North East Local 
Enterprise Partnership (NELEP). A massive thank you to them! Building Self Belief 
and pupils from Consett Academy, who have worked tirelessly to provide an amazing 
sensory room for all at Learning for Life, finished their project with a celebration at  
Jo Allan's Cocktail Bar & Grill – it was fantastic to enjoy some social time together – 
thank you all! We are delighted to say we were recently presented with a cheque  
for £1,000!  The learners have decided to have a day out at the beach with fish and  
chips for lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our partnership with Haystax continues; we helped plant 3,500 trees which I am 
delighted to say are doing well! We have also been clearing a path through the shelter 
belt and making hedgehog houses for the benefit of the wildlife. We felt privileged to see 
lambs being born recently - this was a real treat. I was lucky enough to see twins being 
born, ‘Bambi and Beauty’; they have grown up so quickly and I could not believe how big 
they were on a recent visit – quite incredible!  These are the first steps in Haystax coming 
to life – we are so excited about the wonderful opportunities we hope to have in the future. 

A huge thank you goes to all our Learners, staff and directors, who have all contributed 
to making the journey as happy and as positive as possible!   

Marie Matthewson – (Principal and Head of Services, Learning for Life) 
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Social Care  
(Stringer and Wood Groups) 
Our Tik Tok page is continuing to do 
amazingly well and it is lovely to see that 
Education have joined in having fun 
creating the videos with us:  
140.4k followers and we have made a 
whopping £217.86!!  

Keep your eyes peeled for some more of 
our trending videos we plan to make. 

 
As many of you will have seen on our social 
media pages staff, and learners, here at 
Social Care have been working very 
closely with Lorna and Ian at Haystax!  
After planting the trees, we moved on to 
clearing the pathway which is going to be 
used as a woodland walk.  

    
Learners collected sticks and brought them 
back to Learning for Life to make hedgehog 
houses to take back to Haystax.      

 

  

Social Care  
(Stringer and Wood Groups) 

The aim in bringing them back to Social 
Care to make, was so the learners who 
unfortunately cannot access Haystax at 
this moment in time, could still be involved 
in all the hard work we have been doing. 
The completed hedgehog houses are 
getting taken up to Haystax this week. 

 

The summer house in Social Care's 
outdoor area is almost complete and is 
looking amazing already! The work on the 
new Education Provision within Social Care 
has also begun and is progressing quickly, 
with a big thank you to the workmen who 
are doing a brilliant job! 

Cara Barrass 
(Group Leader) 

Drama, Music & Makaton 
We have had a busy term in music, having 
great fun on a Friday. We’ve also got 
behind the England team, recording a little 
video of the 90’s classic ‘World in Motion’ 
with a great rap from our very own Joseph. 

To view please check out this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/LearningforLife
2017/videos/519176229526901/  

 

Ellwood class have had fun on Tuesdays, 
learning the Makaton to the Cannon and 
Ball song ‘Together we’ll be ok’ and the 
Iranian pop song ‘A ram sam sam’. 

Jay Chambers  
(LSA/Drama and Makaton Coach) 

 
 

Did you know? 

 Spiders cannot close their eyes 
because they have no eyelids. 
(Lauren)  

 Spiders have blue blood just like 
snails and octopus. (Syed) 

 Ladybirds smell with their feet. 
(Norton) 

 Ladybirds are mostly carnivores. 
(Kelly) 

 There are more than 20,000 
species of bees. (Natasha.  

 Soil is full of worm poo. (Kenny) 
 

The flowers we have grown and the 
'minibeasts' we have learnt about have 
also become a source of inspiration for our 
artwork this term.  We all worked together 
to make a giant sunflower picture after 
looking at the work of Vincent Van Gogh 
and used torn pieces of coloured paper just 
like Henri Matisse to make our  
snail pictures. 

    

Art has been a subject that so many 
Ellwood learners have enjoyed this year 
that many chose arts and crafts as their 
chosen activity for their ASDAN module, 
'Making the Most of Leisure Time'.   
After completing the last of their 10 hours 
of dedicated time the files have now been 
submitted for qualification and we eagerly 
await their results.   

Ellwood classroom has been a lively, 
friendly, vibrant place to be this year and as 
we all move onto new adventures after the 
summer, I just want to say a big thank you 
to all the learners and staff that have made 
it such a special place to be every day.     

Susan Beck (Tutor) 

     

Ellwood Class 
The summer term and improving weather 
has enabled Ellwood class to plant lots of 
flowers, herbs and vegetables. We have 
enjoyed working together as a team and 
have taken great pleasure in watching our 
produce grow, we have even managed to 
eat some of it already. We think that our 
garden is looking so much nicer with all the 
lovely colours and we think it smells better.  
The plants and flowers are also 
encouraging more wildlife to visit our 
garden and we have added our own special 
touches to make them feel welcomed. 

    

     

The birds are loving the bird bath we made 
and enjoy eating from our feeders. We also 
made butterfly feeding stations, and just to 
be sure that we would have butterflies in 
our garden, we hatched our own.  

Excitement mounted daily in our classroom 
as 'Beyonce, Kelly, Michelle and Jay Z’ - as 
we called them, grew from being tiny 
caterpillars and slowly emerged from their 
chrysalis to become beautiful Painted Lady 
butterflies. We have learnt so much about 
the tiny creatures that visited our garden 
that we have become 'minibeast' experts.  

 
 

Group updates 
 

Group updates 
 

 
We are happy to say that all our  
ASDAN files are in the hands of the 
External Moderator.  

This year, across Education, 5 learners 
were entered for the Personal Progress 
Award, 6 for Personal and Social 
Development and 2 for Employability.  
We are awaiting the results!  Well done to 
all our learners who have worked extremely 
hard to produce superb portfolios of work. 

Amy continues her career as a budding 
author with her new story ‘Rich and Poor’ 
and Christopher’s amazing ‘Vicious 
Vampire of Sunderland’ has raised a 
superb £35, which he has kindly donated to 
college funds. 

We are very sad to say goodbye to four of 
our learners, three of whom are moving  
to Social Care in September. As you will 
see, they are quite capable of looking  
after themselves! 

     

      
We wish them, and our other learners in 
Timothy Class, who will be moving to our 
Newcastle Provision, a relaxing summer 
holiday, and then all the best for the new 
College year.  

Pauline James (Tutor) 

 

Timothy Class 
The Summer Term has been ‘action-
packed’ for Timothy Class.  Here we are 
making summer goody bags as part of the 
Tea Bags Project, for those in the 
community who have found the 
Coronavirus particularly challenging.  
Each bag contains a face mask, soap, 
some invigorating shower gel, and a 
‘spoon person’ to add some cheer on 
these hot summer days.   

    

Our ‘Waste Not Want Not’ Project will 
soon, sadly, be coming to an end.  
Our final activity, in helping to save the 
environment, was to buy wildflowers to put 
around the College buildings to encourage 
butterflies and bees.   

    

Natasha is making sure that the flowers 
have plenty of water, and Amy,  
as part of ASDAN ‘Environmental 
Awareness’, is picking up litter around the 
College grounds.  

 

We have also provided plants for  
St. Patrick’s Church and Consett Infant 
School, in order to encourage others to 
protect the environment and provide  
for wildlife. 

    

All the best 

Timothy 
Class 
Leavers 

2021 
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